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Sunday, December 1
Psalm 146 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! (v.1 NASB)

The psalmist recounts God’s goodness in giving food to the hungry,
setting the prisoners free, and opening the eyes of the blind. We can add all
our blessings to this list: life, health, and strength, faith, family, friends, food,
clothes, shelter, and on and on.

The psalmist says, “How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD his God” (v.5). Truly, we have experienced that
through all of life’s ups and downs. The Lord is our Abundant Helper and will
never leave us or forsake us. We are blessed because our help is in the name
of the Lord.

Thank You, Father God, that You protect us and help us.

Amos 1:1-5, 13—2:8; Psalm 147; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Luke 21:5-19

Monday, December 2
Psalm 1 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! (v.1)

Notice the progression of how someone can be drawn into sin and
unbelief. First comes walking in the counsel of the wicked, then stopping to
stand in the path of sinners, followed by sitting down in the seat of scoffers.

Martin Luther said about sin—we can’t stop birds from flying over
us, but we can stop them from making nests in our hair. In other words,
temptations will come, but we don’t have to give them a place in our thoughts
or actions.

The psalmist says our delight should be in the law of the Lord so that
all we do my prosper.

Thank you, Lord, that You help us walk in Your ways and keep Your
commandments.

Amos 2:6-16; Psalms 2, 3; 2 Peter 1:1-11; Matthew 21:1-11

Tuesday, December 3
Psalm 5 Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my groaning. Heed the
sound of my cry for help, my King and my God, for to You | pray. (vv.1-2)

Some days everything seems to go wrong, and we cry out to the Lord
for help. We need the assurance of His lovingkindness and mercy.

The psalmist assures us that all who take refuge in God can be glad
and sing for joy because He shelters them (v.11). He does hear us and help
us!

Thank You, Lord, for Your protection and loving care.



Amos 3:1-11; Psalm 6; 2 Peter 1:12-21; Matthew 21:12-22

Wednesday, December 4
Psalm 119:1-24 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in
the law of the LORD. (v.1)

The psalmist says the blessed are those who seek God with all their
heart and walk in His ways. Does that accurately describe you and me—or
are we mostly Sunday morning Christians? Do we treasure God’s word in our
hearts and obey His commands, or seek our own selfish ways? Can it be said
about us, “See how they love one another?”

Dear Lord, help me to walk the Jesus way.

Amos 3:12—4:5; 2 Peter 3:1-10; Matthew 21:23-32

Thursday, December 5

Psalm 18:1-20 “I love You, O Lord, my strength.” The Lord is my rock and
my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge; my
shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. (vv.1-2)

As we prepare for Christmas, let us lean on the Lord. Things can get
hectic in December as we try to do all the cards and gifts and parties and
programs. Let us make quiet time to rest in Him and draw on His strength.

Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and homes to again welcome
the Christ child and make him our honored guest.

Come into my heart and home, Lord Jesus.

Amos 4:6-13; 2 Peter 3:11-18; Matthew 21:33-46

Friday, December 6
Psalm 16 You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is
fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever. (v.11)

Walking in God’s way is a recipe for joy and pleasures. Walking in
the world’s way is a recipe for trouble and sorrow. But why are we so slow in
obeying God and walking in his ways?

It seems we always want to try the wrong way first, and then, after
we’ve been hurt, we’ll finally try God’s way. Can’t take His warnings
seriously?

Help me to walk in Your ways, dear Lord.

Amos 5:1-17; Psalm 17; Jude 1-16; Matthew 22:1-14

Saturday, December 7
Matthew 22:15-22 Then He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” (v.21b)

Today as we remember Pearl Harbor, we thank God for protecting
our nation despite our many problems and troubles. We are grateful for the
freedom to worship as we please and enjoy God’s blessings.



Many other nations do not honor God as we do in our Pledge of
Allegiance and other documents. May we always honor God first of all.
Thank You, Lord, that we live in a free country and can worship You
as we please.
Amos 5:18-27; Psalms 20, 21; Jude 17-25
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